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City Manager’s Update
Brently Gregg Mims, ICMA-CM

The City of Indian Rocks Beach enjoyed another holiday season. The season was observed by the City by
hosting the annual IRB Tree Lighting, Street Parade and Boat Parade. All were successful and were enjoyed by IRB
residents and thousands of visitors.
At the start of 2016, I want to thank all of the good works done by our city Staff. They work every day to keep
our city safe providing quality of life amenities and working efficiently.
IRB CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE
The Signature Intersection project has been divided into 3 separate projects which are: Gulf Boulevard/
Walsingham Road Intersection; Walsingham Road Landscaping; IRB Pocket Park. The total budget for these
projects is $918,000. The Administration has secured outside funds for these projects of a total of $350,447. The
intersection portion of this project will be complete by the time this newsletter is published. The landscape portion of
this project has been bid and will be completed by this summer.
The new IRB Pocket Park will be built on the west side of the Signature Intersection. The project will be bid
soon and completed by the fall of 2016.

2016 QUARTERLY EVENTS CALENDAR
Sat

02/20

7:00p

Monte Carlo Night

Beach Art Center

****
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat

03/12
03/12
03/19
03/26

2:30p
8:00a
10:00a

Bluegrass Festival
Kolb Park
Intracoastal Waterway Clean Up
Great American Clean Up
Easter Egg Hunt
Nature Preserve

Whether you are new to Indian Rocks Beach or a long-time resident, we hope this new quarterly newsletter
will be informative and add another layer of accessibility to your city government.
If you have comments, questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact me at 727/595-2517, or e-mail
gmims@irbcity.com.
Page 1

Quarterly

Quarterly

CITY NEWS

CITY NEWS
www.indian-rocks-beach.com

Feb/Mar 2016

IRB CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE - Public Services Department

The 2016 Road Milling, Resurfacing and Curbing project began Wednesday, September 9, 2015, and is tentatively
scheduled for completion by the end of April 2016. This project includes replacing all curbing, some inlet structure lids/grates along
with milling and repaving the roadway surface on nine (9) city streets.
Improvements to the Whitehurst Beach Access include concrete drive aprons, an emergency access drive to the
coastal beach frontage, site furnishings (benches, waste receptacles, shower towers and bike racks) along with the installation of
significant landscaping. The tentative project completion date is early summer of 2016.
The City is currently in the design phase for the 20th Avenue Stormwater Improvements at 482 and 519 20th Avenue. This project will update the stormwater discharge in this area to current environmental standards. The cost for this project is
estimated at $270,000 with a $175,000 matching grant the City received from the Southwest Florida Water Management District
(SWFMWD).
The City Administration is currently negotiating an agreement with the Cribb Philbeck Weaver Group for the design for undergrounding utilities along Gulf Boulevard and Walsingham Road. The design phase and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) permitting phase are anticipated to take approximately 9 months. This is a multi-year project.
The City Administration is currently negotiating an agreement with Holmes Architects for Phase II of the City Hall Renovation project. Improvements are tentatively scheduled to include entrance canopies, exterior stucco and paint, Auditorium upgrades (Conference Room; audio/video/data equipment and lighting), Library Reception area/interior remodeling and Public Services Administrative office renovation. The City anticipates completion of this project in late October 2016.
The City is currently in the design phase of site development plans for the relocation of the City’s Solid Waste facility to a City of Largo site at 1551 Starkey Road. The intent is to lease this site for a period of 5 years with options for extensions.
Upon the relocation of the Solid Waste facility, the current site, at 201 Miami Avenue, is scheduled to be demolished and replaced
with community center space.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HELPFUL FLOOD HAZARD INFORMATION - Planning & Zoning Department
The City of Indian Rocks Beach is concerned about repetitive flooding and has an active program to help residents protect
themselves and their property from future flooding.

FLOOD HAZARD AREA:
The location of Indian Rocks Beach between the Gulf of Mexico and the Intracoastal Waterway, or “Narrows", and Clearwater Harbor, together with the low elevations, makes the City highly vulnerable to the dangers of flooding.
Indian Rocks Beach is affected by two types of flooding: Coastal flooding primarily due to storm surge from tropical depressions, and flooding from rainfall in sufficient quantities to overcome natural and manmade drainage provisions.
Many areas flood with only a high tide and west wind. With most properties developed prior to the adoption of local storm
water management facility requirements, flooding during heavy rainfall occurs in many areas of the city. When there is a high tide
and/or heavy rains, the city's drainage system will rapidly fill up from storm water run-off and tidal waters causing flood conditions
on our lawns and in streets and swale areas. Consequently, rainwater can backup into homes from the streets.
Most often, flooding occurs in conjunction with severe tropical storms and hurricanes. The more intense the hurricane and
the closer to perpendicular its track is in relation to the coastline, the higher the storm surge and resulting destruction will be. Because of the high shoaling factor (shallow water and gradual slope of the Gulf bottom) off the coast of our city, we will receive higher surges than those indicated in the generalized Saffir/Simpson Hurricane Scale. The entire city is designated as a Coastal High
Flood Hazard Area and lies in the "A" or "V" Flood Zones as designated by FEMA.
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FLOOD INSURANCE

Homeowner's and renter's insurance policies do NOT cover losses caused by flooding. However, because Indian Rocks
Beach participates in the National Flood Insurance Program, a separate flood insurance policy can be purchased. This insurance
is backed by the Federal government and is available to everyone, even properties that have been flooded. Because Indian Rocks
Beach participates in the Community Rating System, residents will receive a reduction in the insurance premium.
Some homeowners have purchased flood insurance because it was required by the bank upon obtaining a mortgage or
home improvement loan. Usually these policies just cover the building's structure and not the contents. Flood insurance can be
purchased to cover flood damage to the building's structure; structural coverage is for the walls, floors, insulation and other items
permanently attached to the structure. Homeowners can purchase separate coverage that insures most of the personal property
and belongings.
Don't wait for the next flood warning to buy insurance protection. In most cases, there is a 30 day waiting period after
purchase of a flood insurance policy before coverage goes into effect. Residents should contact their insurance agent today
in order to be fully prepared for future events.

FLOOD SAFETY

Being aware of what steps to take to minimize loss prior to a flood is the first step to safety.
1. Do not drive through a flooded area. More people drown in their cars than anywhere else.
2. Heed warnings from officials; evacuate when orders are given, and turn off electricity and gas.
3. Have an evacuation and shelter route planned before an evacuation order is issued.
4. Have a small bag with essentials prepared for evacuation.
5. Be cautious at night, being aware of the danger of downed power lines and electrical wires.
6. Have flashlights and weather alert radios in working condition and have extra batteries available.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IRB MUNICIPAL ELECTION
The City of Indian Rocks Beach will hold a Municipal Election on Tuesday, March 15, 2016, to elect a Mayor/
Commissioner and two City Commissioners for 2-year terms. Following are those candidates who have qualified for this election:

Mayor-Commissioner:

City Commissioner (2 seats):

R.B. Johnson
Bert Valery

Jeremiah Carmody
Edward Hoofnagle
Joanne “Cookie” Kennedy
The polling place for Indian Rocks Beach residents, Precinct No. 420, is located at the City Hall Auditorium, 1507 Bay
Palm Boulevard, and will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Anyone wishing to vote by mail may obtain a Mail Ballot the week of February 16 from the following Elections offices:

315 Court Street, Room 117, Clearwater ** 501 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg ** 13001 Starkey Road, Largo
Mail ballots will only be available from the Supervisor of Elections, and must be received at one of the Supervisor of Election’s Offices (above) by 7:00 p.m. election day in order to be counted.
Early voting will be available March 5, 2016 through March 13, 2016, at the Election offices listed above.
Please contact the Supervisor of Elections office, at 464-6788, or City Clerk Deanne O’Reilly, at 517-0204, or e-mail
doreilly@irbcity.com, should you require assistance or need further information.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IRB CITY LIBRARY
Drop in to the IRB City Library on Wednesday afternoons, from 3:00p - 4:00p, to read your favorite book to Agape! Agape
is a reading therapy dog who loves a good book. Kids of all ages are welcome to come in and say “Hello”! And while you’re here,
sign up for a new library card. The Library is now offering free children’s library cards to any residents 13 years old or younger with
a parent’s signature.
Also, be sure to check out the newly expanded Book Sale Room, with used books from $.25 and up.
Check the IRB City Library page on the City’s website for further updates and upcoming events this Spring!
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